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e 3 Tare Pehrusry 130
3 nformation concerning .7 e purchase by an ethnic
lyietnamese private trader of dog t:xa3s purported to belong to &
U.5. Nilitary Offlcer, and (2} ths _~tampts by an ethnic Chinesg
perchant from Cholon, in the southe<y, 5%V, %0 purchamse the
remains of any 0.5, Military personaos found in the BRV. )
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SURIECT purpceted Locaction and 1dentification of the Remajins
of & U.S. HMilitary Offlcer; private E{forts in the
Socialist Republic of vietnam to Purchase the Remalns

of V.8, Eilitary Perponnel Mising-In-Action.

tn Pebruary 19813 ¢ S
» purchased the dog th of an individual
purported to be & U.s. rilitary offlcer from a Bahnar tribesman
for 15,000 soclaliel Republic of Vietnam {SRY) Dhong.
(Readquarters Tomr»enty U.K $1.00 equsls nine SRV Dong at the
SRV-pet trYate of exchange . ) B, huried these Eemains 10
Kilometers south of Qui nhon, Nahla Binh Province, SRV. The
pahnar triberman, who cialmed that the decesned hal been a u.s.
Licutenant Colonel, had found the remains one xilometer fcom AR
village., The doq tags carried the nipe (tsmith)), Lee.

' Comment: & mmvisited the sit2 where the rema.ns
had alleqedly been 10O snd identified An lruorg as an area
populated by Bshnar tribesmen four kilometers from the Dong Pho
Traffic Police checkpoint on Route 19 to the cast of the An Kkhe
pass, Nghia Binh province.) (leadquarters romment: ‘The Bahnart,
a Hon-Rhner ethnic group, scem to continue to live concentrated
{in the area north of the [arlac PiLatesu in the westerDd portion of
Nghia Binh province., northwestexrn Phu Ehanh Provikce and
gostheastern Gis Lai-Cong Tum Province. Tre individual
jdentified se Lieutenant Colonel Smith is Adefinitely not an
unaccounted fot U.S. miiitary officer.) The Bahnar tribesman
could provide no further infogmation ON he circumstances of the
discovery of the remaing, Refore S pought the remains
e had éiscussed the nalter with friends and relatives in Qui
Nhon, ae well as with unicentified contacts in Ho Chi Minh City.

2. 1n late Fehrusry 1on3 4 B.ouried the remains of
the alleged U.S, military atfice yard cf a meat pastry
seller namad (LNU) ((Son)', at the base of & lemon tree. Son's
houge was located south o the blau Yri Bridge, 10 kilometecs
aouth of Oui Nhon City on Nighway No. One. A road led to Son's
house from # church on the left ai{de of the hiqhw on's house
was spproximately 200 noters from the church. § e
to sell the remains for n prefit to en ethnic C
who hoped th the rema.ns would facilitate his

cs




resettlement in the v.f. ) ~laimed the -
b)}.g to Arsy Bn exact map O e remains & ;

= : é!ie[t the dog taas with nis brotrer in the ERV hefore hé&
the country.)

3. o through st least lante February
1983 severdl ethnic Chineapr hugineBsmen from Cholon in HO Chi
Minh City Municipality in the gouthern SRV were offering toO
purchaee the remaine of u.S. military personnel. These
businespmen belisved that providing information leading to the
recovery of such rerains would assist them in thelr efforts to
resettle in the U.S. under the provisions of the Orderly
peparture Proqram andA trkat the relatives of the u.s. military
prrsonnel whose temaina were cecovered would sponsor their
resettiement. AN etnnic “hinesce merchen® located at 99 Luona Whu
Hoc Street in Cholon was uwffering four taels of nold for the
rerains of any U.S. mililavy peraonnel found in the SEV. The
merrhant AlRO sffered An addlrional bonus of 5,000 SRV DONg for
dcq tage as proot ot tqentificetion, Alchoagh these offers by
the ethnic Chinese merchani s were well knowi in the area, most
{pdividuals were reluctant o become involvad, believing that
guch Involvement would uitimately come to tne attention of the
sry Ministry of Interinr (fo Noi Vvyu/BRYV) ani would result in &0
inqeetigatlon by DNV poiitical security Department officers.
These individials felt Lhau they would be questioned on their
overseas contacts and protably relocated if charges of having
vsed such oontacts to report the location of rerains of U.5.
military peraonnel were suhstantiated. (He adrjuarters Comment:
one tael of gold eguals 37.8 grams :)
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